Iss Public Economics (Spring 2019)
Instructor: Houghton, Kendall
Subject: Economics
Catalog & Section: 340 31833
Course ID: 31833
Objectives:

Enrollment: 69
Responses Incl Declines: 53
Declines: 16

Please share with us your thoughts on the course: (47 comments)
Q: Please comment on the instructor's strengths and areas for possible improvement.
1

"At first I thought Kendall was going to be super annoying and boring. Not only was she great at teaching but, I actually feel like I learned
useful stuff in this class! I think that she could have better presentations (mostly just don't have black words on a white background. The
bright white light hurt my eyes but the simplicity was great). However, I really liked listening to Kendall's feedback and think she is a
great critical thinker." -- Jordon Kelley

2

Made the topics very tangible and easy to understand. Could improve on using class time more effectively, we always were cut short.

3

Kendall did a fantastic job bridging the gap between real world problems and underlying economic theory that we had learned in lower
level classes. She was interesting to listen to, gave great feedback, was quickly responsive, and showed tremendous care for her work
and students. The only thing I recommend is for her to make attendance more mandatory because I think it's extremely important that
the students hear what she has to say.

4

"I loved her teaching style. She connects with the class really well and does a great job of being unbiased- which is incredibly hard to do
in an economics class that is based on politics and policies." -- Cianne Cates

5

articles were very informative and instructor was always open to questions

6

"Kendall is an amazing instructor! She is incredibly smart and very capable of explaining new material in a relatable manor. I cannot give
any areas for improvement, she is killing it." -- Nick Edmonds

7

"Kendall was a great instructor. It was a refreshing course and a nice break from long, dry lectures, note taking, exams, and difficult
homework. I learned just as much, if not more, than most other Econ courses. I think part of the reason was her unique teaching style
and interesting assignments/projects. I really appreciated how open/available she made herself outside of class. She was very
approachable if you were having any trouble in the class." -- George Eccarius

8

Literally perfect

9

"Class was straightforward and interesting. Enjoyed the presentations. Kendall was enthusiastic and very helpful whenever I asked a
question." -- Trevor Cooley

10 "She did a great job making the class interesting." -- Drake Crenshaw
11 "Instructor successfully engages students both with interesting material and her wonderful teaching style." -- Michaela Carr
12 Kendal made the class so interesting and always looked forward to her lectures
13 Great instructor, very clear about content and makes complex subjects seem simple.
14 na
15 "She is an awesome teacher who emphasizes on research and up to date information." -- Christoph Erhard
16 "I really enjoyed her teaching style. She was very communicative and helped in every way possible" -- Buddy Carlin
17 "Professor Houghton goes above and beyond in every category. She is passionate about what she teaches, she makes difficult
concepts clear, and treats everyone fair." -- Taylor Dowdy
18 she's awesome
19 Kendall was one of my favorite instructors that I have had here at UO. She made the class very engaging and explained all the material
clearly. Also, she made the class very interesting and engaging since she was very honest and candid about how the actual state of the
economy is and the issues in it.
20 all around good teacher
21 "She was entertaining and well informed. I liked how she would talk about econ grad school. I thought she was nice and respectful of all
other opinions too." -- Owen Jetton
22 "Kendall teaches very effectively. She is always available outside of class. She is patient. She helps me to learn better and shares
valuable advice." -- Senmao Huang
23 "Kendall was a phenomenal instructor that made this class enjoyable. She was extremely flexible, and did an exceptional job working
with and helping us outside of the classroom to make sure that we were able to succeed well." -- Hussain Siyad
24 "Kendall is great at keeping the course engaging and fun, and very current. Her teaching style allows for discussion that she utilizes for
directing learning and keeps a good humorous spirit that helps make her even more approachable for questions." -- Katie Shanks

25 Great teacher, one of the few GE's that can actually teach and make the information interesting. This is the only class that I have taken
where I can apply the information to the real world.
26 "Very effective use of slides and metrics. Very objective look into the world of public policy." -- Brandon Blonder

Q: Please comment on the strengths and areas of possible improvement for the course as a whole.
1

The whole course was structured perfectly and contained a very relevant material.

2

na

3

"The class was perfect" -- Christoph Erhard

4

"For once I actually enjoyed the group project for this class. It wasn't just another form of study-then-present. I had to think critically
about a project proposal and engage in academic research to support my own ideas (which everyone tries to do with group projects but
almost always fail). The homework was engaging but not challenging and I liked writing papers rather than taking exams (whereas I
would typically favor the exam option). I think Kendall did a great job with this course." -- Jordon Kelley

5

Make the course more challenging. Was too easy.

6

made class super fun. I throughly enjoyed

7

I think that having the course be an hour and twenty minutes is pretty long and can lead to students getting bored after a while, I would
recommend maybe having the class be fifty minutes three times a week would be better. Especially since there are so many topics to
cover in the course, it gets overwhelming to learn it all at once.

8

I have no suggestions for the course as a whole.

9

"The only thing that I would have liked is to do in class discussion groups to get feedback from students on what there stances on the
policies are" -- Cianne Cates

10 wish we discussed the homework
11 None
12 "The course was awesome, I learned about several policies and gained skills to critically analyze research." -- Nick Edmonds
13 "I really enjoyed taking Kendall's class. It was unique, fun, and informative. She used a lot of real world examples and kept the class
entertaining with interesting projects." -- George Eccarius
14 Perfect course
15 "I really liked the content of the course, as well as the weekly homework assignments. The group project ended up being a lot of fun,
same with the long response article." -- Owen Jetton
16 "The course was enjoyable, extremely organized, fair, and provided all students a great learning environment." -- Hussain Siyad
17 "A better classroom. That was ridiculous." -- Drake Crenshaw
18 Great course, use a lot of research papers to emphasize what was taught in class.
19 "It might be helpful to learn group member assignments during the first week so that students can have an acquaintance in class all
term." -- Michaela Carr
20 Liked all of the subjects we learned about
21 "Grading was fair and the assignments were inherently related to coursework." -- Brandon Blonder

Interm Macroec Theory (Spring 2018)
Instructor: Houghton, Kendall
Subject: Economics
Catalog & Section: 313 31856
Course ID: 31856
Objectives:

Enrollment: 87
Responses Incl Declines: 60
Declines: 9

Please share with us your thoughts on the course: (63 comments)
Q: Please comment on the instructor's strengths and areas for possible improvement.
1

I LOVE KENDALL!! She's very knowledgeable and an amazing teacher who cares that we are actually learning, which is extremely
important to me. As a result, I feel that I learned a tremendous amount in this class. She was also very flexible and easy to
communicate with, which was great.

2

her notes were effective, dumb-down the explanation

3

"Kendall was always available outside of class to help students. She gives good advice and guidance. Good at simplifying complicated
topics." -- Ian Walker

4

"Very personable and able to relate to students very well. Room for improvement would be use of class time." -- Peter Han

5

"Young and relatable. Fair and never tried to confuse students unlike other teachers." -- Collin Landry

6

"Kendall did a great job of breaking down the material for an unexperienced audience. Her real world examples really helped to drive
home the key concepts." -- Tyler Hanson

7

Very good teacher. good to have a young instructor in a field that usually has very old professors. more relatable.

8

Good

9

"Good note taking and homework" -- Emily Barnett

10 more detail.
11 The apple notes were nice. When talking about politics everybody knows someone will be offended because that's our world. Be an
economist. Facts don't care about feelings.
12 Great communication and a good teacher, young instructor was easy to relate to and made class exciting
13 "Wonderful lecturer and extremely accommodating." -- Blake Rubey
14 "Kendall was an exceptional teacher. She made the class interesting and engaging. I truly enjoyed this class." -- Kara Krnacik
15 Everything was presented in an easy to read way, and there were helpful examples or comparisons used to make the topic more
tangible
16 Very nice, great lectures. Best teacher
17 You did a really great job teaching this course. I think the way you presented the material and the way you wrote the notes were really
effective and worked really well for me in learning the material. I really enjoyed your examples and relating the material to things that
we would better understand!
18 Kendall did a good job teaching the material but seemed to teach a lot of info that would not be tested and went off lecture a lot.
19 Clear, loved the style of teaching
20 She very good at explaining the concepts and giving clear guidelines of what to expect.
21 very smart and good at explaining things
22 class is tough and challenging, but Kendall lecturers are pretty clear to understand
23 "She is so straight forward for what she expects you to know. She doesn't try and trick you and teaches the information in an easy way
to learn. Easily one of the best grad student professors here. I would definitely take another class with her in the future." -- Lindsay
Magee
24 I thought the instructor used class time really well and I liked how she took notes in class on the iPad. Although I understand why she
waited to upload the notes at the end of each chapter, I think it would be more helpful if she uploaded them at the end of every class
because then if you missed class it would be easy to catch up on your own.
25 "She is very clear and concise when explaining the material. She does a very good job at making the material understandable and
approachable." -- Lindsey Gross
26 I really liked the instructor's teaching style. I liked her note-taking on the iPad instead of using powerpoint slides like most teachers do.
She also gave out many handouts and gave us helpful tips and tables to help students of all different learning styles and to help us
study. Possible improvement: act more comfortable as a teacher. I know she is a PhD student and doesn;t have much experience
teaching, but she is a great teacher, so she should realize that and not act under-qualified.

27 Kendall's teaching method is informative and easy to follow.
28 Easy to follow along. Well organized.
29 Does a really good job of keeping the class engaged, as well as presenting information in more than one way. Really good at answering
students questions during and outside of class time.
30 "Strengths : Making the information taught in class easy to understand and interesting. Having an enthusiasm for teaching the
material.
Weakness : Sometimes the class is bombarded with information and we didn't always have a break to process it." -- Christopher
Moroshan
31 "She was very enthusiastic, very open for meeting outside of class, and extremely helpful during the class time and ourside. By far my
favorite economics teacher at the UO.
I wasn't a fan of her using her iPad, it wasted classtime, and the notes were hard to follow sometimes on canvas. Using premade slides
would be better for the students." -- David Leavitt
32 She worked hard to help us understand the material.
33 N/A

Q: Please comment on the strengths and areas of possible improvement for the course as a whole.
1

Well-organized and easy to keep track of homework/readings/units

2

make the course easier

3

"The course seemed very easy compared to Econ 311 (Intermediate Micro). The course is effective because it builds on itself. The
models we learned in the first few weeks were used in relation to later topics." -- Ian Walker

4

"Course could include more specific material." -- Peter Han

5

"I would have like more practice problems." -- Collin Landry

6

"The course seems well organized, but could benefit from a second midterm to gauge understanding of material before the final." -Tyler Hanson

7

N/A

8

Good

9

"continue doing graded homework!!" -- Emily Barnett

10 nothing
11 More practice examples in class with the graphs and formulas
12 N/A
13 "I found this class to be very well organized. I don't have an critiques of this course." -- Kara Krnacik
14 If any possible way, make it more interesting to learn/teach
15 Course contained lots of information
16 I think the course is structured well. I learned a lot about macro and think it will be useful in the future.
17 Class was informative and difficult but good intro to macro.
18 More engagement with current events when applicable
19 na
20 not much
21 make the material easy please!
22 I think that sometimes what we learned in class wasn't enough to answer all the homework problems correctly. However, many of them
were easy to find in the textbook.
23 "I found the class to be laid out and conducted very well. I found no problems with this class." -- Lindsey Gross
24 I liked the structure and order of the class. Maybe add some incentive for coming to class, because many people skipped class.
25 N/A
26 The course could with more bigger and key concepts provide more examples that could be gone over in class.
27 "Strengths : Taught me economics

Weakness : Can't think of anything." -- Christopher Moroshan
28 "The course seemed fragmented, and much of the material was covered in the 200 level econ courses." -- David Leavitt
29 Find a room that is not 100 degrees everyday.
30 N/A

+ Lab (Winter 2018)
Instructor: Houghton, Kendall
Subject: Economics
Catalog & Section: 421 22584
Course ID: 22584
Objectives:

Enrollment: 33
Responses Incl Declines: 28
Declines: 4

Please share with us your thoughts on the course: (17 comments)
Q: Please comment on the lab or discussion leader's strengths and areas for possible improvement.
1

nothing

2

"She was by far the most helpful instructor I had this term, possibly even in college. Super available to help and seemed to genuinely
care about students." -- Kyle Bresniker

3

"Very helpful when approached, and made sure that everybody had time to understand the code before leaving lab." -- Ashley La Verne

4

Good instructor.

5

"It was really helpful and it can be applied after I graduate." -- Selena Trevino

6

"Fantastic teacher, no complaints" -- Charlie Leonard

7

the best lab i have ever take

8

"affable, relatable, enthusiastic and very knowledgeable
clearly has a passion for the subject" -- Oscar Zollman Thomas

9

Houghton was abundantly clear and helpful with teaching us how to use Stata. I came in to the course with no experience with the
program, but came out of the course feeling comfortable working with the program. I had been taught how to use eViews by Mark
Thoma, but found that he wasn't nearly as helpful in teaching how to use a program like that. Houghton was also great at
supplementing the section teaching. Many of my peers agreed that the her study guides before the tests were very helpful. Her style of
teaching was clear and many people found it incredibly helpful. I'd have preferred to take a crash course with her before attending the
3-4 weeks of class as it was a strong foundation.

10 "Kendall is the best educator at the university of Oregon. Her knowledge of the material is incredible and she makes the difficult
material digestible and clearer. She's always happy to help and wants students to succeed." -- Brian Lydon

Q: Please comment on the strengths and areas of possible improvement for the lab or discussion as a whole.
1 nothing
2 "No complaints" -- Kyle Bresniker
3 No suggestions.
4 "It was really helpful and Kendall always answered our questions." -- Selena Trevino
5 "N/A" -- Charlie Leonard
6 More accessibility to Stata across campus. I lived off campus, so having Stata in only two labs was a bit restricting.
7 "The discussions were material intensive but she always took time to pause and help students catch up. She always got through all the
necessary material and also acted as an advocate to communicate concerns with the professor." -- Brian Lydon

+ Lab (Winter 2018)
Instructor: Houghton, Kendall
Subject: Economics
Catalog & Section: 421 22585
Course ID: 22585
Objectives:

Enrollment: 34
Responses Incl Declines: 26
Declines: 3

Please share with us your thoughts on the course: (18 comments)
Q: Please comment on the lab or discussion leader's strengths and areas for possible improvement.
1

"Kendall is very smart and knows a lot about the subject she's teaching. I enjoyed having her lab. One of her strengths was that she
made concepts a lot easier to understand and worded them in a way to help us to understand them better. With her knowledge, she
definitely inspired me to keep going with economics and potentially grad school. I have no complaints for how this lab was instructed." -Corinn Childs

2

Kendall is great at explaining concepts. She used class time wisely and a lot of the times allowed us time to either work on homework,
ask for help, or choose to leave class early. I think that is helpful because it allowed us to ask questions.

3

"Kendall understands students struggles with the difficult material and does a great job of being relatable and finding ways to explain
things so we can understand. She is always helpful and welcomes questions. She is available outside of lab for help as well and is always
very helpful. Thank you!" -- Jessica Chew

4

"Kendall was sweet and personable - helped instruct the class effectively. Always left lab prepared to complete the homework." -- William
Darmohray

5

Very good explanations

6

"kendall is the homie. very informed and thoughtful." -- Alex Marsh

7

"Kendall is fun, cool, and also a great teacher. She gets to the point while not forgetting to include important material." -- Ryan Kelleher

8

N/A

9

"Truly a great teacher and can explain tough concepts in a very clear and concise manner. Very helpful when contacted. Would make a
great lead teacher for 421 or other economics classes." -- Jonathan Hanson

10 "Kendall does a good job of coming in with a fun and positive attitude. It definitely makes the class less boring and a more enjoyable
place to be." -- Brady Fuller
11 Explains things well and engaging!

Q: Please comment on the strengths and areas of possible improvement for the lab or discussion as a whole.
1 "-Relatable
-Helpful
-Available
-Explains things well" -- Jessica Chew
2 N/A
3 "total boss, great professor" -- Alex Marsh
4 N/A
5 "Learn other programs besides stata?" -- Jonathan Hanson
6 "At certain times the class felt disorganized. There was a couple classes where we fell a little behind and then had to rush at the end to
get all the stata code for that weeks lab assignment. On one of these occasions the stata code we got was missing a piece of
information that made the assignment for that week difficult to complete." -- Brady Fuller
7 The Stata homework really helped me understand the topics covered in this course.

+ Lab (Fall 2017)
Instructor: Houghton, Kendall
Subject: Economics
Catalog & Section: 320 11976
Course ID: 11976
Objectives:

Enrollment: 12
Responses Incl Declines: 8
Declines: 0

Please share with us your thoughts on the course: (11 comments)
Q: Please comment on the lab or discussion leader's strengths and areas for possible improvement.
1 "Very knowledgeable, and was prepared to teach and help explain problems in creative and engaging ways" -- Brian Lydon
2 "Kendall was always very helpful and offering to help. She was also very cool in the sense that she was relatable to students and nonrobotic." -- Jake Stern
3 "I felt like I learned best when Kendall was guiding us through he homework. When she went around, while we completed the hw, and
assisted us with the hw, it was more disorganized and waste of time." -- James Hamman
4 "great" -- Wenxiao Shen
5 "Great job teaching something that a lot of us had never seen before." -- Cole Hiday
6 the best lab ever

Q: Please comment on the strengths and areas of possible improvement for the lab or discussion as a whole.
1 "Overall great" -- Brian Lydon
2 "Obviously a tough course, but I liked it cause I found it to be interesting." -- Jake Stern
3 "It was fine." -- James Hamman
4 "great" -- Wenxiao Shen
5 the best lab ever

+ Lab (Fall 2017)
Instructor: Houghton, Kendall
Subject: Economics
Catalog & Section: 320 11975
Course ID: 11975
Objectives:

Enrollment: 30
Responses Incl Declines: 25
Declines: 4

Please share with us your thoughts on the course: (24 comments)
Q: Please comment on the lab or discussion leader's strengths and areas for possible improvement.
1

"The GTF was very enthusiastic and always available to help." -- Stephen Fleischman

2

Easy to talk to, Understands material well

3

Great discussion leader who was helpful and knowledgeable.

4

Kendall was very helpful when I needed help.

5

N/A

6

I like the way that the lab was set up and the way that Kendall taught.

7

"Instructor was knowledgeable and helpful. On a few occasions I would ask a question they didn't know the answer to, and they returned
the next session with an intelligent answer for me." -- Drew Shields

8

I think she knew a good amount of information, but it didn't help me when it came to STATA on the test. Both exams I lost almost all
points on this section because it didn't correlate to what we did in class or during lab.

9

"Really outstanding job with being patient and explaining concepts. Sometimes there were things I didn't know and she took her time to
talk it out and make sure I understood the material. I really appreciate her help. She really helped me understand the material better.
Thank you." -- Jessica Chew

10 "Very helpful and also understands this class is hard." -- Ryan Kelleher
11 Kendall is extremely approachable and easy to ask questions to. She always makes sure the entirend class is understanding the
content in the lab and is always open to staying back and answering any questions we have for her.
12 NA
13 I really enjoyed Kendall as a GTF. She was always helpful and answered everyone's questions as best she could. She was also very good
about being able to meet me at different times if I needed help on homework assignments and couldn't make it to her office hours.

Q: Please comment on the strengths and areas of possible improvement for the lab or discussion as a whole.
1

"The lab was very useful" -- Stephen Fleischman

2

Organization of what is covered in labs needs to be improved

3

More instruction and teaching on Stata.

4

During some labs, I felt like Kendall could've gone over material especially before exams.

5

The STATA part of the exams need to be reviewed more during lab. Give more examples so people understand how to read them.

6

N/A

7

I think there could be a little more "teaching" rather than just copying verbatim.

8

The lab on whole felt as good as it can be for me.

9

NA

10 "Given the newness of the Stata program and lack of forehand programming knowledge, the pace of everything seemed about right, if
not a little too slow." -- Drew Shields
11 I feel the lab is too long for what the course needs. Most of the time the first 30 minutes of lab were very helpful and important but after
that it lingers. The lab is helpful for the homework assignments in this class.

Interm Macroec Theory (Summer 2017)
Instructor: Houghton, Kendall
Subject: Economics
Catalog & Section: 313 40715
Course ID: 40715
Objectives:

Enrollment: 44
Responses Incl Declines: 25
Declines: 2

Please share with us your thoughts on the course: (13 comments)
Q: Please comment on the instructor's strengths and areas for possible improvement.
1 "Kendall's strength comes from her ability to engage the class with her questions for us. She outlines each topic in a way that allows me
to follow along and learn the content. Also, Kendall has a very kind heart that shows that she cares about the students success which is a
quality that many my previous instructors and professors lacked.
Some possible improvement could come from brushing up on some general knowledge that students may frequently ask about. But,
she usually goes above and beyond to find out the answer to a question when she does not know it. I'm sure over time, some of the
questions will become more frequent and she shall have the knowledge locked and loaded." -- Eric Pham
2 Very clear.
3 "Kendall always knew how to explain a topic in multiple ways for students who learn different ways. She was always open to questions and
talking about other applicable occurrences that come up in the business world." -- Willie Williams
4 "She was a great and helpful teacher." -- Sydney Etheridge
5 A possible improvement needed is drawing more graphs when given different shocks to visually show how each curves shift.
6 I hope the exam maybe can little easier
7 "This class is hard. Thanks for trying your best to explain the concepts and the models. The handouts and class notes are really helpful.
You are my favorite econ instructor!" -- Chang Li

Q: Please comment on the strengths and areas of possible improvement for the course as a whole.
1 "The course has been great and very insightful. I don't have any recommendations for improvement in regards to the course other than
possibly moving the midterm to before lectures on topics that are not on the test." -- Eric Pham
2 More in-depth.
3 "The handouts helped immensely." -- Willie Williams
4 "Econ sucks" -- Sydney Etheridge
5 The course as a whole is well organized and well taught so no improvement is not needed.
6 "The models are hard to understand. More examples and handouts would help us to understand." -- Chang Li

+ Dis (Winter 2016)
Instructor: Houghton, Kendall
Subject: Economics
Catalog & Section: 201 26349
Course ID: 26349
Objectives:

Enrollment: 46
Responses Incl Declines: 37
Declines: 5

Please share with us your thoughts on the course: (33 comments)
Q: Please comment on the lab or discussion leader's strengths and areas for possible improvement.
1

"I never went." -- Michael Soto

2

"Kendall is awesome GTF. She has made great effort to make students understand what they learned at Rebekah's class. I really
appreciate her continuous effort." -- Sang Yub Kim

3

"Learned more from her than I did from my real teacher, she explains topics very well and at a reasonable pace. recommend her as a
discussion/lab teacher or in the future as a real lecture teacher." -- Adena Seidenberg

4

"Kendall as a discussion leader was helpful in understanding the content of the course. Communicating different ways to understand
and break down the material in the class made everything easier. When it came to taking the midterms and trying to understand things
in class the study suggestions and tips made everything much easier." -- Cody Aguinaldo

5

"Kendall was awesome and did a really good job explaining course concepts. She was really willing to answer questions and wanted to
make sure we understand the concepts." -- Carolyn Tarantine

6

"She was very helpful and was very clear about the course" -- Tanner Ueland

7

none

8

shes beautiful

9

Able to always answer any questions we had.

10 "Brings understanding and clarity when lecture left us with only graphs and tendencies that we could not put together on our own. Made
use of relevant topics and made the effort to get economics across to us one example at a time." -- Anthony Avina
11 "good" -- Hanchen Yin
12 I didn't really attend but I heard nothing but praise.
13 She's so nice and she explains difficult economics very easy.
14 Kendall did such a good job explaining Econ to me. I had a lot of trouble in this class and Kendall really helped me.
15 good
16 Always willing to go over homework and concepts that people did not understand.

Q: Please comment on the strengths and areas of possible improvement for the lab or discussion as a whole.
1

"I never went." -- Michael Soto

2

"If she could find better way to deliver her lecture rather than writing on black board, it would be great for students to follow her class." -Sang Yub Kim

3

"Discussions should be more than once a week for Econ 201." -- Adena Seidenberg

4

"The course as a whole was very free flowing and very flexible in the sense that we could cover whatever we wanted since the discussion
was optional to attend. Since not many showed up and for the few of us that attended we were able to again cover things we personally
didn't understand and went over in section. I think something that would be helpful would be midterm reviews." -- Cody Aguinaldo

5

"I thought the discussion was really well run and worked for me." -- Carolyn Tarantine

6

"Good teacher, no improvements" -- Tanner Ueland

7

none

8

be less beautiful

9

Was optional so I never went.

10 Never let us leave the class with unanswered questions.
11 "Only a few students would show, but that made discussion all the more worth attending as it went from potentially being a mini lecture
at the end of the week to a conscious conversation and explanation of the subject." -- Anthony Avina

12 "good" -- Hanchen Yin
13 You made a lot of sense with a little amount of time compared to the lecture.
14 Your teaching style is so slow we have only an hour.
15 Kendall did a really good job explaining everything in Econ to me. I don't think she should point out how bored everyone looks during
lecture. I makes the lecture seem worse after pointing out how bored everyone looks.
16 good
17 None.

+ Dis (Winter 2016)
Instructor: Houghton, Kendall
Subject: Economics
Catalog & Section: 201 21953
Course ID: 21953
Objectives:

Enrollment: 46
Responses Incl Declines: 30
Declines: 2

Please share with us your thoughts on the course: (26 comments)
Q: Please comment on the lab or discussion leader's strengths and areas for possible improvement.
1

"I feel if the GTF's would go to the lectures that would help greatly, that way they would know what happened and can clarify directly from
the lecture." -- Maddie Swayne

2

N/A

3

I never went

4

She is very knowledgeable about the subject, and wants us to be successful in the class!

5

The discussion leader was helpful in clearing up questions and giving example problems to the class.

6

I attended once (meant to come twice and wish to come if discussion is held Week 10), but very helpful and worthwhile the one time.

7

Very enthusiastic for 8am

8

We didn't really do much in the course. The leader was really good at explaining individual questions which was all she did. We never had
class discussions or went over any of the work sheets. We were just given them and did them by ourselves.

9

Extremely helpful with questions both in and out of class.

10 Kendall is very sweet and helpful when she goes over things that weren't taught in class.
11 Kendall did a really good job handling questions and helping the people that came to discussion with concepts they were confused
about.
12 practice questions and going over the weeks topics were very helpful
13 She did a great job at explaining concepts we went over in class and making them much simpler to understand. The practice problems
that we did in this class really helped too and especially going over them at the end of the discussion.
14 Midterm review was helpful.
15 "It was definitely helpful that the discussion leader reviewed material from the course, but the course material is difficult to grasp
regardless." -- Cyrus Ray

Q: Please comment on the strengths and areas of possible improvement for the lab or discussion as a whole.
1

The discussion was not mandatory therefore no one showed up. I feel like it would be a lot more beneficial if there was homework for the
class therefore we will actually be motivated to work outside of the classroom.

2

"I think there needs to be more planned material for this course as they often cancel discussions or just say it is a time for asking
questions which I feel does not help me learn anything." -- Maddie Swayne

3

The worksheets in the class are helpful since we don't get homework in the actual class and for improvement the worksheets could be
longer and in class we would only go over some of it. That way when we study for midterms and the final we can look at more that just 7
questions that the worksheets have now.

4

N/A

5

I never went

6

The worksheets could have been more relevant to the tests.

7

The discussion section was helpful to help me understand the concepts of the class fully.

8

I thought that the class as a whole did a good job because every week we got a review packet that Tucker made to help with questions
and give us question examples.

9

Very well organized!

10 More cooperation between gtfs and Waddell would be great so you're coordinated on the types of questions asked on exams and the
wording of those questions.
11 "The discussion's time was used very well, and it was very helpful. It is definitely a great help with understanding the course." -- Cyrus
Ray

+ Dis (Fall 2015)
Instructor: Houghton, Kendall
Subject: Economics
Catalog & Section: 202 11913
Course ID: 11913
Objectives:

Enrollment: 35
Responses Incl Declines: 25
Declines: 0

Please share with us your thoughts on the course: (31 comments)
Q: Please comment on the lab or discussion leader's strengths and areas for possible improvement.
1

The lab leader was very helpful and cared about her students grades. Her office hours were also very helpful and I benefitted greatly
from her assistance.

2

She was good when I needed help, there wasn't much to teach. Just hand out the busy-work

3

Kendall was very helpful to all students during section. Also she was very helpful during office hours.

4

I did not like how what we did in discussion did not really relate to what we were learning. The websites that we had to go on to answer
questions were absolutely so pointless and a waste of time. It would have been way better if we actually went over ideas and concepts
learned in class.

5

Enthusiasm!

6

"GTF was so helpful and always able to meet out of class. Explained course material very well!" -- Aurora Sherman

7

Kendall is cool. She is very busy but is easy enough to get ahold of. Her discussion section was relaxed but we still got lots done, and
she is very efficient in terms of getting questions answered. I would definitely recommend her discussion section.

8

"Excellent and always available for help!" -- Melinda Grisham

9

She was great and super helpful during every discussion

10 "Kendall was great! She was super approachable and helpful." -- Amy Batty
11 I really like that Kendall allowed us to work in groups and help each other out, rather than only her teaching.
12 It is good that we are provided with exercises that are similar to the problem set and exam. But I might as well do the exercise at home.
It did not provide anything out of the ordinary to attend the dis class.
13 "BEST GTF EVER! Very helpful" -- Mariah Music
14 I liked the way Kendall explained things. Make sure to explain how to do the problem if we are unsure. Give us time to try it ourselves
(which you did a great job at) before showing the answer.
15 She was very kind when students would as her a question but didn't really say much unless she was approached.
16 Overall very helpful and would adjust office hours just to be help more.
17 great

Q: Please comment on the strengths and areas of possible improvement for the lab or discussion as a whole.
1

The worksheets were much much harder than what we learned in class and it was hard to figure them out based on what we learned.

2

I didn't think the worksheets were necessary. Felt like busy-work. getting up for a 9am to do a work sheet was very tedious. I would rather
have had the discussion be optional for when people need help. I didn't struggle with the class really so I felt like it was unnecessary
extra time.

3

The lab was helpful.

4

Kendall was so helpful and always answered her emails in a reasonable time. She was very helpful with the question sets

5

Kendall is bae.

6

It was great. The worksheets and group-work orientation made for a more relaxed environment, but they definitely were helpful for
getting the information to sink in and to learn the math.

7

"Always willing to help!" -- Melinda Grisham

8

I feel like the discussion classes needed more than groups getting together and filling out answers.

9

"I felt like the worksheets we worked on were sometimes just busy work and were not helpful." -- Amy Batty

10 I thought the layout and discussions were very efficient and effective.
11 the content was good. i'd love to have the lab more often than the lecture because you taught better than mike.

12 We were also just given worksheets to do. I would rather have a discussion.
13 Very good overall
14 great

+ Dis (Fall 2015)
Instructor: Houghton, Kendall
Subject: Economics
Catalog & Section: 202 11914
Course ID: 11914
Objectives:

Enrollment: 47
Responses Incl Declines: 36
Declines: 4

Please share with us your thoughts on the course: (35 comments)
Q: Please comment on the lab or discussion leader's strengths and areas for possible improvement.
1

I thought she was great at helping others.

2

very knowledgeable

3

Kendall was really helpful during lab, she was always walking around to the groups and making sure that we were understanding the
material as well as helping us solve the problems.

4

She was good I just wanted more from the lab than i felt like I got.

5

Kendall is the best.

6

Explained difficult problems well and went through them step by step. Was very helpful and approachable.

7

None

8

Kendall is the fucking homie.

9

Kendall is so nice, I felt like I could sit with her for hours and catch up like shes an old friend. She always wanted to make sure people
knew what was going on and was helpful for understanding tough material. She was a very great teacher.

10 "I wish there would of been more teaching within this lab. It essentially was just all group work and if you were doing it wrong and the GTF
did not catch it, you would be studying off wrong material. Kendall was helpful when consulted, but also about 30 students were all
asking her questions at the same time so you had to wait." -- Anna Guemperlein
11 Go through more examples of what you want on the blue sheet. Otherwise you were great.
12 "Kendall Houghton gave every student who attended discussion personal attention and feedback. She was always circulating the
classroom and willing to help anyone work out a problem." -- Hannah Solheim
13 Maybe the discussion leader could actually teach us, instead of just handing us busywork and sitting behind a desk on her phone the
entire "discussion"
14 The discussion leader was very helpful and approachable. She genuinely cared about the success of her students.
15 "Very interested in making sure students understand material. Wrote helpful examples on the board." -- Jerilyn Armstrong
16 She basically let us work on our own and figure things out for ourselves which was good. If we ever had trouble understanding a topic,
she was more than happy to assist us and if she didn't know the answer she found out for us.
17 n/a
18 "She is really knowledgeable about economics and really helpful." -- Alexa Hill
19 "Very helpful" -- Alexander Edmonds

Q: Please comment on the strengths and areas of possible improvement for the lab or discussion as a whole.
1

Less blue sheets that are just looking up things online, instead more practice problems from what we learned

2

stay on track with the professor

3

I enjoyed the way that the lab was set up because the blue worksheets helped to reinforce the ideas that we covered in lecture which
helped me to learn the material.

4

I don't feel like it was a good use of my time to be honest.

5

Have Kandall teach it to improve it

6

Was effective in combining/clarifying class material while integrating new and relevant information.

7

None

8

Previous comment bruh.

9

Labs seemed a little unorganized in the beginning of the term. They were helpful but I wish the class sizes could be smaller in order for
everyone to get the help they needed.

10 "More going over the material as a class." -- Anna Guemperlein
11 None.
12 "The discussion for this course was extremely helpful on exams." -- Hannah Solheim
13 It's called a "discussion" section, maybe we could have actually discussed the work instead of just adding numbers!
14 I liked the way that this discussion was run because I was able to find people that had similar strengths and that I could work well with.
I've never been a huge fan of working in groups, but I feel that I was able to learn the material well this way. The worksheets were
definitely helpful when it came time to completing problem sets or studying for exams.
15 n/a
16 "The worksheets tied in nicely with lectures and the difficulty of them was just right." -- Alexa Hill

+ Dis (Fall 2015)
Instructor: Houghton, Kendall
Subject: Economics
Catalog & Section: 202 11915
Course ID: 11915
Objectives:

Enrollment: 45
Responses Incl Declines: 39
Declines: 9

Please share with us your thoughts on the course: (37 comments)
Q: Please comment on the lab or discussion leader's strengths and areas for possible improvement.
1

"Great job helping to understand challenging subjects, was very available and useful for office hours." -- Matthew Foppiano

2

very helpful

3

very helpful

4

great GTF

5

Very boring

6

"It was a good discussion class. It helped with the problem sets." -- Cody King

7

She was very helpful in explaining but i think it would be more helpful to go over the worksheets as a class rather than in groups.

8

"Kendall was really nice and knew the material well. I highly recommend working through the worksheets as a class because it is too
much to have her running around the classroom the whole time." -- Jessica Conklin

9

"Very clear and helpful" -- Brezdan Dunnigan

10 You're a dime, I'd swipe right if I saw you on tinder. Very helpful too!
11 "Very helpful and open to answering any questions." -- Jonathan Monte
12 Make the worksheets worth points so people take the discussion seriously.
13 "Kendall did a wonderful job of directing and communicating difficult concepts to students not very familiar with economics. She made
sure every student was understanding the material and was very approachable in and out of class." -- Brian Amdur
14 "Was very helpful and clarified any questions that I had. 10/10 would recommend." -- Alan Meza
15 She helped whenever I needed it.
16 "I thought your answers to questions that were asked were always thorough and well explained. I thought you did the best you could
given that your instructions were to basically hand out a worksheet and help people with it. It might have been good if you went over
more difficult parts of the worksheets before handing them out just so you wouldn't have to go to each person and answer their
questions individually. However, that's just what I would do since it would be a little easier on you." -- Austin Jeandin
17 nothing
18 good communication
19 "She never offered help directly. However, whenever someone had a question, she would answer immediately and explain why the
answer is that answer. Taking this approach definitely allows the students who want to learn able to understand the material." -- Jack
Janaszek
20 "Have more space if possible for discussions especially before a problem set is due but overall was very helpful." -- Valerie Wille
21 very helpful

Q: Please comment on the strengths and areas of possible improvement for the lab or discussion as a whole.
1

"course was organized well with discussion being mainly math concentration." -- Matthew Foppiano

2

helped understand material on a smaller class level, made it easier

3

didn't seem very valuable

4

GTF needs to be more involved not just worksheets

5

"Some improvements could be more help over topics discussed in lecture that week rather then have worksheets" -- Cody King

6

Some of the material wasn't that useful for the class so maybe maybe making it more of a review would make it better.

7

"Clicker questions or more practice examples the better
Have review sessions the discussions prior to the test" -- Jessica Conklin

8

"Great at everything" -- Brezdan Dunnigan

9

"Sometimes the lab was unnecessary and a waste of time." -- Jonathan Monte

10 "Although Kendall did an excellent job, the discussion itself didn't seem like a well-organized section. Most of the time, we were done
with the assignment and out within 20 minutes of arriving. I believe the overall professor needs to make the material valued in points, or
add additional assignments so the discussion isn't seemed as a waste of time." -- Brian Amdur
11 Great discussion section
12 "The best part of the discussion was that a few of the questions on the worksheet were on the mid-terms. However, the format of the
discussion didn't really work for me or many others judging by attendance of the discussion. There should definitely be some sort of
credit for going to the discussion even if it's just a point or two. Also, the whole discussion felt very much like busy work. I think if the
GTFs were to give a small lecture about the major themes of the week then we were given a smaller worksheet to the work discuses it
would be better." -- Austin Jeandin
13 have everyone in the class work on the worksheets together
14 nothing to improve
15 "She made class too easy to skip, since no class was mandatory. It really weeded out the kids who wanted learn from the kids who
didn't." -- Jack Janaszek
16 "make labs more of a group discussion rather than a partner/ small group dicussion" -- Valerie Wille

+ Dis (Fall 2015)
Instructor: Houghton, Kendall
Subject: Economics
Catalog & Section: 202 11917
Course ID: 11917
Objectives:

Enrollment: 45
Responses Incl Declines: 27
Declines: 1

Please share with us your thoughts on the course: (19 comments)
Q: Please comment on the lab or discussion leader's strengths and areas for possible improvement.
1

study guides

2

"helpful" -- David Lombardi

3

"She explained everything extremely well." -- Joey Fisher

4

You were solid all around

5

This discussion leader has well organization, and was incredibly willing to help students understand the material. I think that this GTF did
a good job at explaining difficult sections and provided helpful examples and tables throughout section.

6

none

7

Treated students with great respect.

8

interesting presentation and example

9

Kendall was extremely helpful when it came to teaching the material. She was also very helpful in office hours which made learning the
material much easier.

10 "Great at explaining complicated content in an understandable way." -- Ryan Giskaas
11 "Kendall was always available to help and she just cared that we understood the material. She was very understanding and I really
enjoyed her class." -- Madison Griffin

Q: Please comment on the strengths and areas of possible improvement for the lab or discussion as a whole.
1 very helpful time to work on problem sets and assignments
2 "Maybe making sure everyone in the groups was pulling weight. This isn't really up to Kendall though." -- Joey Fisher
3 No improvement necessary
4 I think that this lab discussion as a whole could be improved by going over the answers to each section worksheet once everybody in the
section has finished the section work. This will help will a lot of confusion and questions regarding the math and formulas necessary for
certain section worksheets.
5 none
6 Review key concepts before worksheets
7 nothing can be improved
8 "The lab was normally predetermined by the professor, but she made it fun and also made sure we walked away with a good
understanding of the material." -- Madison Griffin

